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The Japanese Association of Behavioral Science (JABS) traces its origins to the Personality and Behavior
Disorder (PBD) Society, founded in 1959. Established to bridge basic research and clinical practice, JABS
initially held annual conferences each autumn. A major turning point came in 1985, when the Winter
Conference was inaugurated under the initiative of Professor Hiroshi Imada, inspired by the Winter
Conference on Animal Learning in Colorado, USA. Since then, the Winter Conference has evolved into a
distinctive tradition, combining academic rigor with opportunities for open-mindedness, informality, and
casual-wear communications. While the structure of the annual meetings has undergone some changes, the
Winter Conference has steadily grown in significance and expanded its geographic scope, moving beyond
ski resorts after 2010. Celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2025, the Winter Conference now stands as a

defining feature of JABS, embodying over six decades of history and scholarly exchanges and development.
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